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WORLD  CATTLE  NUMBERS  IN  194B  and  1949 

World  cattle  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  1949,  according  to  the  Office 
of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  are  estimated  at  76I  million  head.  This 
places  world  cattle  numbers  at  a  record  level  and  about  10  million  more  than 
the  revised  estimates  of  a  year  earlier.    This  preliminary  estimate  of  the 
1949  cattle  numxbers  is  1  percent  above  the  estimiate  for  1948  and  4  percent 
above  the  1936-40  prewar  average.    Indications  of  favorable  feed  prospects 
in  early  1948  and  increasing  der.iand  for  beef  and  veal  induced  cattle  pro- 
ducers in  many  areas  of  the  wo-rld  to  hold  back  breeding  stock  and  to  plan 
for  expansion  of  their  herds.    This  action  is  reflected  in  the  larger  number 
this  year. 


CATTLE:    Estiinated  world  total_,  by  continents, 
average  1936-40,  annual  1948-49. 


:  Average 
:    1936  - 

;  Increase  (/)  or 
:    decrease  (-) 

Continent  or  area 

:  1940 

I  1948  1/ 

'    1949  1/ 

•    1949  ■ 

:  1949 

:  1936-40. 

:  1948 

:  Thousands 

Thousands 

:  Thousands 

Percent 

•  Percent 

North  America 
Europe 

Soviet  Union 
Asia 

South  America 
Africa 

Oceania      '  : 
Total  : 

:  96,700 
102,400 

59,800  : 
286,500  J 
105,600  J 
I  -64,300 
18,100  : 
733,400  : 

'  110,900 
93,300  . 
2/  : 

2/  • 

125,900  J 
69,900  : 
18,900  : 

751,400  : 

110,100 
96,1,00  : 

126,400  : 
69,600  : 
19,100  : 

761, 200  : 

-  /II 

6 

/20 

/  8  : 

a  ; 

:  -1 
/3 

/0.4 
-0.4 

1/  Preliminary, 

2/    Estimate  included  in  the  total. 


Significant  increases  in  cattle  numbers  occurred  on  all  continents  of 
the  world,  except  North  America  and  Africa.    The  largest  numerical  gains 
were  made,  in  Asia,  Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union^  while  sm.aller  increases  took 
place  in  Oceania  and  South  America,    Notwithstanding  the  increases  in  numbers, 
the  Soviet  Union  and  Europe  continued  to  be  below  the  I936-4O  prewar  average. 
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The  decreases  in  North  America  end  Africa  were  insignificant  in  relation 
to  their  total  numbers. 

There  v;ere  more  cattle,  than  in  1948  in  practically  all  of  the  European 
countries,  except  Austria  and  a  fovr  of  the  smaller  countries.    Outside  of 
the  Balkan  area  and  Czechoslovakia_,  the  largest  recover^^  was  made  in  Germany, 
Italy,  France  and  the  United  Kingdom,    Most  European  countries,  except 
Germany  and  Czechoslovakia,  are  either  r-bovc  or  approaching  prewar  numbers. 

The  South  American  countries  of  Brazil,  Colombia,  Uruguay  and  Paraguay 
shovfed  some  gain  in  cattle  numbers,  but  Argentina' s  numbers  Wcre  dovm  from 
the  preceding  jrear,    Austra.lia  and  New  Zealand  cattle  numbers  niade  nominal  ^ 
gains  during  the  year.  '  In  North  Am^erica,  particularly  in  the  United  States, 
cattle  numbers  increased  slightly  after  k  years  of  successive  decline,  while 
Canadian  numbers  continued  to  drop  for  the  fourth  y^ar.  ' 

Among  the  Asiatic  countrijs,  cattle  numbers  increased  in  Turkey,  Burma, 
French  Indochina,  India,  Japan,  Formosa,  Philippine  Islands  and  Siam,  In 
the  Soviet  Union,  cattle  nwrbers  are  believed  to  have  increased  substantially, 
but  apparently  are  still  considerably  below  the  prewar  level,    African  cattle 
numbers  were  (io\m  from  last  year,  but  considerably  above  the  193^-40  average. 

For  the  m.ost  part,  the  increase  in  caotle  numbers  reflects  the  improved 
feed  situation  in  many  countries  of  the  world,  "  Other  factors,  such  as  strong 
domestic  demand  for  meat  and  m^^^at  products,  and  Government  plans  in  the 
Soviet  Union  and  the  Eastern  European  countries  to  rebuild  herds  and  improve 
qu::lity  have  been 'imiport ant  in  increasing  numbers  in  those  countries.  There 
are  exceptions,  hov/ever,  in  som.e  of  the  more  important  cattle  producing 
coimtries."    In  both  the  United  States  and  "Canada,  the  high  prices  for  cattle 
and  the  strong  dem.?.nd  for  meat  in  1947  s>nd  1948  resulted  in  unusually  heavy 
slaughter  of  cattle  and  a  considerable  drain  on  cattle  reserves,  Argentina, 
the  largest  exporter  of  meat,  also  experienced  unusually  heavy  slaughter  of 
cattle,  particularly  in  1947  ^-hd  to  a  lesser  degree  in  1948,  which  is  expected 
to  be  reflected  in  lov/er  numibers  this  year.  ' 

.  It  'is  probable  that  cattle  niimbers  throughout  the  world  by  1950  v/ill 
exceed  the  high  level  attained  this  year.  If  growing  conditions  continue 
favorable.    The  ca;ttle  industry,  particularly  in  the  war  devastated  countries,  j 
will  be  approaching  its  prewar  status  and  'thus  more  effectively  contribute  to  ' 
their  cvm  food  requirem.ents,    '  " 

*- 

United  States  cattle  numbers  on  farm.s  January  1,  1949,  reached  78,495,000 
head,  an  increase  of  369,000  heed  from  the  previous  year.    These  numbers  are 
8  percent  belox-i  the  all  time  high  of  85,573,000  h^ad  in  1945,  but  v/ere  17 
percent  larger  than  the  1936-40  prewar  average.    T/ie  number  of  milk  cows  and 
heifers  decreased  by  2  perqent  during  the  year,  the  lov;est  number  since  1931* 
This  decline,  however,  Wc.s  m.ore  than  offset  by  increases  in  cattle  kept  for 
beef  production.  . 

After  4  years  of  successive  decline,  cattle  and  calf  inventories  appear 
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to  have  leveled  off  to  show  a  slight  increase  in  numbers.    Beef  cattle  herds 
have  hold  up  better  than  dairy  herds.    At  ohe  begimiing  of  the  year,  beef 
breeding  anL^.ials  v/ero  4  percent  below  the  1945  numbers,  while  milk  cows  and 
heifers  were  12  percent  below.    Rel^.tively  strong  demand  for  beef  and  veal, 
and  high  prices  for  live  cattle,  apparently,  encouraged  ranchers  and  cattle- 
men to  slightly  expand  their  cattle  holdings  in  1948. 

Cattle  imports  to  the  United  States  were  again  sizable  in  1948  following 
a  year  when  movement  fj*om  both  Canada  and  Mexico  v/ere  restricted.  Imports 
of  dutiable  cattle  from  Can?-da  in  1948  reached  419,000  head,  including  both 
beef  and  dairy  stocky  compared  with  only  54,000  in  1947  and  77,000  in  1946, 
Vv^hen  the  movement  was  restricted  to  dairy  stock.    The  1948  total  imports 
V7ere  smaller  than  those  of  1946,  v^ion  about  438,000  head  were  received  fromi 
Mexico  and  slightly  over  77,000  head  from  Canada,    The  combined  imports  of 
dutiable  cattle  from  Canada  and  Mexico  in  the  1936-40  period  averaged  around 
540,000  head,    Mexican  cattle,  however,  v/ere  of  lighter  weight  and  were  used 
as  feeders  and  stockers,  while  Canadian  cattle  v;ere  primarily  for  slaughter, 

Canadian  cattle  numbers  on  farms,  ct  the  beginning  of  1949,  are  unofficial] 
estimated  at.  8.2  million  head,  some  8  percent  below  last  year,  or  about  the 
sane  as  the  1936-40  prewar  average.    Cattle  and  calf  nuir.bers  have  been  declin- 
ing for  4  successive  years.    Removal  of  export  controls  on  slaughter  and 
feeder  cattle  on  August  16,  1948,  anc.  a  heavy  rate  of  slaughterings  during 
the  year  reduced  cattle  numbers  very  materially,    iiccording  to  Canadian  sources, 
some  241,380  head  of  feeder  and  slaughter  cattle  and  23,869  head  of  calves  were 
exported  to  the  United  States  between  August  I6  and  December  29,  1948,  Ship- 
ments of  beef  to  the  United  States  from  august  16  to  the  end  of  the  ye-ar  v/ere 
reported  at  85,348,348  pounds.    It  is  estim.ated  by  U.S,  sources  that  this  vrauld 
be  equivalent  to  around  180,000  head  of  cattle.    Obviously,  these  lexge  export- 
aticns,  together  v/ith  higher  domestic  consumption,  have  materially  reduced 
cattle  numbers  available  on  farms  in  Canada. 


C^iLi^DA:    Number  of  cattle  on-  fam:s, 
 by  principa.1  classes.  1939-48, 


  cir   \r.  — 

June 

^,  ,  ~  ~.i  ^      '  '   

December 

Year 

:  Milk 
'  cows 

:  Other 
:  cattle 

:  Total 

:  Milk 
.  '  cows 

:  Other 

:  cattle 

:  Total 

ThousandsThousands 

:  Thousands 

•Thousands 

:Thousands 

:  Thousands 

1939  : 
19-40  : 

1941  : 

1942  .  • 

1943  .  : 

1944  : 

1945  : 
.1946 
^1.947  : 

1948 

3,681 
3,650 
3,624 
,  ,3,680 
3,795 
3,930 
3,998 
3,711 
.3,697 
3,701 

.  4,693 

4,730 
•  4,893 

5,265 
:     5,870  : 
:  6,416 

6,761 

5,954 

6,021 

'  5,769 

8,374 

8,380  : 

8,517  : 
.    8,945  : 

9,665  : 
10,346  ■ 
10,759  : 
.    9,665  : 

9,71s  : 
.     9,470  : 

3,933 
3,917 
4,002  J 
3,832 

3,953 
4,088 

4,013  1 
3,717 
3,667 
3,539 

4,291 
4,399  ' 
'  4,247 
5,002  . 

5,553 
6,170 
5,948 
5,299 
5,277 
4,712 

8,224 
8,316 

:  8,249 
8,834 
9,506 
10,258 

'  9,961 

.  9,016 
8,944 

:  8,251 

Compiled  from  Livestock  Surveys  of  June  1  and  December  1, 
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V/hile  statistics  cn  Kexican  cattle  numbers  leave  much  to  be  desired^ 
observers  believe  that  cattle  numbers  are  about  the  same  in  northern  Mexico 
as  they  were  in  19/+6  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  foot-and-mouth  disease. 
The  distribution  of  cattle  in  each  class^  however^  is  somewiiat  different^ 
because  the  slaughter  of  cows  and  older  steers  has  been  heavy  and 
yearlings  and  two  year-old  cattle  are  more  numerous,    \«ith  fewer  cows  this 
year's  calf  crop  will  be  smaller  than  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  this  disease. 
Such  factors  as  the  large  number  of  cattle  needed  for  the  vaccination  program, 
death  losses  and  ranchers'  plans  to  reduce  cow  num.bers  to  avoid  overstockirig 
are  all  expected  to  hold  cattle  numbers  down. 

Although  the  1949  Cuban  calf  crop  is  expe'cted  to  be  larger  than  in 
recent  years,  the  1949  cattle  numbers  are-  estimated  at  4  million  head,  about 
the  same  as  last  year,  b"Bcause  slaughterings  during  the  past  year  approximately 
equalled  the  number  of  calves  anticipated  this,  year «    Milk  cows  have  decreased 
about  5  percent  and  a  noticeable  sliift  has  occurred  from  dairying  to  beef 
production.    Also  strict  enforement  of  social  labor  laws  in  the  dairy  industry 
have  caused  shifts  in  some  areas.    Current  supplies  of  neat  are  adequate  in 
Havana  and  may  make  marketing  of  cattle  less  favorable  in  1949.    With  less 
pressure  on  herds  for  slaughter  anim.als,  cattle  num^bers  may  show  some  increase 
in  1949. 

Argentine  cattle  numbers  in  May  1947,  according  to  census  data,  released 
in  August  194s,  reached  41, 268,OCCV  head,  22  percent  above  the  I936-4O  prewar 
average.    It  is  believed  that  cattle  num.bers  have  declined  during  the  last 
half  of  1947  and  throughout  194S.    Unusually  large  meat  exports  in  1947  and 
a  very  strong  domestic  demand  for  meat  in  1V48  resulted  in  very  heavy  slaughter 
and  considerable  dizain  on  cattle  herds.    Other  factors,  affecting  cattle 
breeding  plans,  were  the  uncertainty  of  prices  to  be  paid  under  the  Andes  agree- 
ment, increased  fr eight ' rates,  strikes  in  certain  sections  of  the  slaughter 
houses,  imposition  of  taxes  on  live  cattle  exports,  drought  in  some  areas,  and 
higher  production  costs.    These  and  other  difficulties,  obviously,  have  to  be 
cleared  up  before  cattlemen  can  be  expected  to' indicate  very  much  optimism  about 
expanding-  cattle -operations  in  Argentina i  -  

Heavy  cattle  slaughter  in  Brazil  during  194^  is  b'olieved  to  have  held 
members  around' 46  million  head,  somewhat  -  belov/-  1946»    According  to  reports, 
trie- rainy  season  started  early  in  December  and  pasture  -conditions  were  favor- 
able in  the  major  cattle  producing  areas.    With  favorable  growing  conditions 
and  the  in^provement  in  range  pastures  in  central  Brazil,  it  is  considered 
possible  that  cattle  producers  m.ay  decide  to  expand  their  cattle  herds.  The 
Government  has  established  slaughter  quotas  for  the  charqueadas  and  has  desig- 
nated quantities  of  meat  to  be  supplied  to  consuming  centers  of  central  Brazil, 
If  consumer  demand  continues  strong  and  transportation  facilities  provide 
adequate  internal  distribution,  prospects  for  an  increase  in  cattle  numbers 
in  the  future  m.ay  be  miore  optimistic, 

Colombia  has  continued  its  upward  trend  in  cattle  numbers ■ since ' before 
the  war.    Numbers  are  now  estimated  at  about  14  mjillion  head,  an  increase 
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of  around  75  percent  above  the  I936-A.Q  prewar  average.    There  is  some  indi- 
cation that  the  steady  rate  of  increase  throughout  the  past  several  years 
is  •  diirdnishing  and>.trhat ■  the  ■  trend  has-  started'  to  ■  lev'el  ";o'f f .    Some  breed  im- 
provement^ improved  pastures,  increased  attention. .to  the  control  .of  diseases 
and  parasites,  and  better  credit  facilities  have  been  instrumental  in  continu- 
ing the  upward  trends    The  Government  also  has.  taken  other  measures  of  signifi- 
cance, to.  the  induBt-ry^  t.such  as  ■the--lev3^ing--of  'special  taxes'  on  exportation' 
of  live  cattle  and  hides  an'd  skins  and  the  proceeds  of  these  taxes  are  to  be 
used  in  the -general  development  of  the  industry. 

Uru^u:..yan  cattle  numbers  he .Ve  now  reached  7.5  million  head,  the  largest 
num.ber  since  1943.    Grazing  conditions  in  1948,  except  for  November  and  Dec- 
ember, wure  reported  to  be  ^ood.    But,  the  dry.  spell  which  began  late  in  the 
year,  has"  continued  into  1949  2.hd  ranchers  have  boguxi  tp  market  cattle  at 
lighter  weights  in  order  to  make'  ro^m' in  pastures  for  breeding • stock  and 
Cclvos-,    Prior  to  the  dry  period,  many  ranchers  had  not  been  sending  their 
cattle  to  market  because  of ' opposition  to  official  prices  and  to  the  Government's 
meat  policies; 

Cattle  numibers  in  Paraguay  were  estimated  .'.t  4  million  head  at  the  end  of 
1948.    The  industry  has  not  recovered. fully  from  the  disruption  occasioned 
by  the  ci^il  war  of  1947 •    The  relatively  low  meat  prices  and  failure  of  food 
crops  have  maintained  consumption  of  meat  at  a  high  lev^l.    Although  there 
were  losses  from  drought  and  foot-and-mouth  disease,  the  chief  problem  appeared 
to  be  an  inadeo^uate  supply  of  water.    The  number  of  cattle  in  1949^  according' 
to  reparts,  can  be  expected  to  bJ  larger^    '::>ettled  political  conditions,  im- 
proved pastures  and- better  conditions  'of  cattle  are  given  a.s  reasons  for  a 
probable  increase  in  numbers. 

Th^  dov;nward  trend  in  cattle  numbers  continued  in  Eire  for  the  fourth 
consecutive  year,  '    There  are  now  indications  that  numbers  are  leveling  off 
and  an  upturn  can  be  expected  in  1949*    Heavy  calf  slaughter  practiced  in 
1945-47  period-,  as*  a  result  of  the.,  policy  of  foreign  purchasers  led.  to  an  un-  . 
balanced  cattle  industry.    Two  to  three  years  may  be  necessary  to  bring  about 
proper  balances  in  younger  cattle.    The  June  194S  enumeration,  however,  in- 
dicates that  heifers  in  calf  increased,  by  miore  than  53  percent  over  the  previous 
year.    Cattle,- 1  year  old  and  under  2  years,  v/ej:'e  12  percent  below  those  of 
June  1947.  '•  •  ;    .  ;  — 

Last  June,  cattle  numbers  in  the  United  Kingdom  totaled  9-8  million  head, 
almost  a  quarter  of  a  million  head  more  than  a  y^ar  earlier  and  over  1  million  ' 
above  the  193^-40  average.    The  1948  increase  occurred  in  dairy  cattle  numbers, 
while  other  cattle " showed  a  decrease  from  th^  preceding  year.    More  normal  con- 
ditions and  the  Go/ernment's  expansion '  progn;jn  are  given  as  the  major  reasons 
for  the  increase  in  cattle  numbers.    The  United  Kingdom's  expansion  program 
provides  for  price • supports  and  payments  of  subsidies.    Subsidies  are  paid  for 
lives-tock^improveme-nt,  •  rearing  of- steer  calves,  'and  hill  cattle.  'Favorable 
weather  and  pasture  conditions  since  June,  apparently,  have  encouraged  further 
expansion  in  cattle  numbers.    Numbers  in  June,  1949  are  expected  to  b e  larger 
than  those  of  1948^ 
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UNITED  KINGDOM:    Number  of  ..cattle  on  farms, 

by  principal  classes,.  1939-4S, 


Date 

:    Cows  .  ; 
;     and  : 
:  heifers 
;  in  milk 

.  Cows 
in  calf 
but  not 
in  milk 

•  Heifers 
;  in 
I  -calf. 

Two   .  : 
;    years  : 
old 
and  over' 

One.  : 
year  and  - 
under  : 
two 

Under 

one 

year 

Total 

:    Thcu-  . 
E  sands 

Thou- . 

sands 

:  Thcu- 
:  sands 

:    Thou-  ' 
I  sands 

.  Thou- 
sands 

.  Thou- 
,  sands 

.  Thou- 
:  sands 

1939  -  June  . 

-  December  . 

:  2,841 
2,434  • 

480 
917 

:  564 
:  580 

:  1,342 
1,260 

'  1,867 
1,721  • 

•  1,778 
1 ,861 

:  8,672 
r  8,773 

1940  -  June 

—  December 

:      2,S49  : 
2.5^6  : 

488 
944 

:  621 
:  623 

•  ■  1,415 
1.351  ■ 

1,657  ' 
1.7^7  ' 

1,863, 

1,842 

J  9,093 
:  9.073 

1941  -  June 

—  Decei.iber 

2,o78  : 
2,447  : 

524- 
945 

:  586 
713 

'  '     1,262  ' 
1,205 

1,893 
1,649 

■  1,777 
1,741 

:  8,940 
:  8,700 

1942  -  June  J 
—  December 

2,809  : 
-    2-.  41 6  : 

588  , 
1,104 

802 
684  : 

1,339  : 
1,334 ' : 

1,693  ' 
1,549  : 

1,844 
1,911 

9,075 
.6,998 

1943  -  June         .  3 
Deceuiber  ; 

2,910  : 
2.418  ■: 

-  640  : 
1.174  : 

774  : 
628  : 

1,356': 
1,428  : 

1,726  : 
.1,674  : 

1,653 
1,911 

9,259 
'  9,233 

1944  -  .  J.une  : 
-  December  : 

2,927  : 
2,385  : 

.653  ' 
1,171  : 

794  : 
604  : 

1,475  : 
■    1,563  : 

1,770  : 
1,650  : 

1,882: 
1,957' 

9,501 
9,330 

_  June  : 
-  December  : 

2.918  : 
2,403  : 

625  : 
1,111  • 

800  : 
645  ' 

1,630  : 
1,633  : 

1,814  : 
1,695  : 

1,829: 
1,820: 

9,616 
9,307 

1946  -  March  : 

-  June  : 

—  S  PTtf.  PTTib  p  r ! 
..  -  December  : 

2,549  : 
2,919  : 
2  673  : 
2,450  : 

953  ' 
618 
885  . 
1,100  : 

864 
885  : 
838  : 
626  : 

1,599  : 
1,683  : 
1,699  : 
^      1,598  : 

1,657  : 
1,747  : 
1>695  : 
1,604  : 

1,607- 
1,777- 
1,807: 
'  1,860: 

9,429 
.9,629 
9,597 
9,238 

1947  -  March  : 

-  June  : 

-  Septemiber: 

-  December  : 

2,559  : 
2,897  : 
2,658  : 
^      2,415  : 

97c 
643  ! 
934 
1,117 

818  : 
643  : 

805 
624 

1,640  : 
,      1,678  J 

►     1,749  : 
.      1,568  : 

1,579  : 
1,708  : 
1,699  : 
.1,587  ' 

1,810: 
1,798: 
r  1,805 
1,907 

9,376 
9,567 
'  9,650 
9,218 

194s  -  March  : 
-  June  J 
.  -  Sertemberj 

•    -2,519  • 
2,933  : 
2,691  : 

1^001 

650 
95s 

!  861 
907 
:  855 

r  1,564 
•  1,635 
:  1,608 

:  '  1,546 

1,602  ' 
'     1,537  . 

;  1,906 
2,076 
.  2,172 

i  9,395 
:  9,605 
:  9,821 

Compiled  from  Agricultural  Statistics  and  Monthly  Digest  of  Statistics. 


-  7  - 


\ 


DcLTiish  cattle  numbers  in  December  last  snowed  som.e  increase  over  the 
previous  year,  but  vrere  about  12  percent  below  the  1936-40  average.  Favor- 
able grazing  conditions  and  feed  crops  during  194S  encouraged  producers  to 
hold  back  breeding  animals  and  to  make  serious  efforts  to  re-establish  cattle 
herds.    Reduced  calf  slaughter  in  1943  from  the  level  of  the  two  previous  years 
has  aided  restoration  of  cattle  numbers.    Excel]. ent  autumn  grazing  enabled 
cattle  to  enter  the  winter  in  a  very  good  condition.    The  prospects  for  the 
coming  year  are  reported  to  b e  promising  and  further  recovery  in  numbers  can 
be  anticipated  in  1949. 


DENl^iARK:  Number  of  cattle  on  farms,  by 
 principal  classes,  1939~4S. 


Date 

;  Cows 

:  Heifers 

•  Calves 
:  under 
:  one  year 

:  Bulls 
:  and 
:  oxen 

:  Total 

:  Thousands 

:  Thousands 

:  Thousands 

:  Thousands 

:  Thousands 

1939  -  July 

-  Decem.ber 

:  1,614 
:  1,618 

:  659 
:  587 

:  852 
:         850  ■ 

:  146 
:  131 

:  3,271 
:  3,186 

1940  -  July 

-  December' 

J  1,591 
.  1,511 

:  635 
:  563 

:  862 
:  783 

:  138 
:  119 

:  3,226 
:  2,976 

1941  -  July 

-  December' 

1,462 
1,403- 

:  622 
55a 

:  795 
:  760 

:  135 
\  112 

:  3.014 

:  2,833 

1942  -  July 

—  D  P  P  emh   T ' 

1,391 

604 

:  749 
:  728 

\  126 

;  102 

:  2,870 
2  760 

1943  -  -uly 

-  December; 

1,436 
1,469 

619 
565 

:  804 
J  792 

1  119 

107 

:  2,978 
:  2,933 

1944  -  March 

-  July  : 

-  December: 

1,527 
^    1,530  ' 
1,532  . 

643 
655 
581 

•  737 
833 
819  ' 

126 
119 
104 

:  3,033 
3,137 
•  3,036 

1945  -  March  : 

-  July  •  : 

-  Decem.ber: 

1,550  : 
1,550  : 
1,536  : 

674 
679 
613 

756 
841  : 
797 

111  ^ 
114  . 

95  : 

3,091 
3,184 
3,041 

1946  1/  -  Mar.  : 

-  July  : 

-  Dec.  : 

1,592  . 
1,594  : 
1,560  : 

690  . 
667 
596  : 

737 
801  ' 
758  : 

105  : 
105  : 
90  : 

3,124 
3,167 
3,004 

1947  1/  -  Mar.'  : 

-  July  : 

-  Dec,  : 

1,613  i 
1,546  : 
1,410  : 

650  : 
634  : 
524  : 

706  ': 
734  : 
663  : 

100  : 
100  : 
71  : 

3,069 
3,014 
2,668  ' 

1948  1/  -  Mar. 

-  July  : 

-  Dec.  ; 

1,535  : 
1,472  : 

1,W  : 

549  : 
597  : 
543  : 

605  : 
671  : 
659  : 

89  \ 
86  : 
76  1 

2,778 
2,826 
2.751 

1/  Includes  cattle  in  parishes  and  boroughs,  which  totaled  50,000  head  in 
December  1946. 

Compiled  from  Statistiske  Efterretninger, 
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In  Sv/edePx,  the  shortage  of  feed  and  the  heavy  cuilings  of  milk  cows, 
particularly  in  the  fall  of  1947,  contributed  to  a  reduction  in  194^  cattle 
numbers.    Tnese  nurrbers  were  the  lox\re3t  since  1942  anc.  about  12  percent  below 
the  1936-40  average.    The  smaller  cattle  and  calf  slaughter  in  194S  kept 
numbers  from  dropping  still  further.    The  favorable  194S  feed  grain  crops,  in- 
creased production  of  d-l  cakes  and  good  feed  imjjort  prospects  have  .■...ade  miore 
feed  available  for  the  194S-49  feeding  y-jar.    Prospects  for  som.e  restoration  of 
cattle  nurr-bers  appear  possible  in  1949,  ii"  grovn.ng  conditions  continue  favorable. 
The  194s  cattle  nuribers  in  Norway  continued  the  dovfliward  trend  with  a  decrease 
of  4  percent  from  a  yaar  earlier.    The  heifer  class  showed  a  9  percent  decrease, 
the  largest  decline  of  all  classes.    Totc.1  cattle  nuj±)ers,  however,  are  16 
percent  below  the  1936-40  average.    As  a  result,  the  postvjar  effort  to  restore 
dairy  herds   las  suffered  a  substantial  setback.      .    ■  ■  -       •  ..  -  .. 

Cattle  numbers  in  the  I\ietherlands  declined  over  2  percent  in  194B  cuad 
are  still  a  bout  I4  percent  below.the  19'36-4C  average.    Restoration  of  numbers 
in  194^  was  som.ev:hat  retarded  because  of  the  1947  drought  which  limdted  the 
indigenous  supply  of  feed.    Shortage  of  foreign  exchange  also'  has  restricted 
imports  01  foreign  feed  suprlies.    During  the  year  some  live  cattle  were  im.- 
ported  from^  Denmark  and  Ireland  (Eire)  and  frozen  mieat  was  imported  in  order 
to  m.ore  satisfactorily  i.eet  som.e  of  tne  domestic  recuirem.ents.    Last  fall  a 
sharp  drop,  in  slaughter  was  reported  to  ..lave  occurred  in  allt^rpes  of  cattle 
because  of  a  greatly  improved  fcc^d  situation.    This  may  indicate  a  slight  up- 
turn in  caLtle  nuj.bers  auring  1949 « 

In  Belgium,  cattle  numbers  increased  from  1.5  to  1.6  million  head,  an  in- 
crease oficre  than  6  percent  from,  a  y-^ar  earlier.    These  nurbers  are  now  less 
than  3  percent  below  prewar.'    The  total  nuzuber  of  cattle  and  dairy  cows  were 
reported  to  have  'increased  by  100,000  head  each.    Dairy  cow  numbers  were  re- 
ported to.  have  increased  around  15  percv^nt  from  the  preceding  year  and  showed 
a  substantial  recovery.     It  is  currently  indicated  that  beef  'cattle  numbers 
should  be  maintained  at  the  present  level,  but  that  dairy  cattle  should  in- 
cr^^ase  f  bout  50, COO  head  in  "1949.  \  ' 

Cattle"  nurrbers  in  France,  according  to  official  estimiates.  Wore  continuing 
upward  and  'had  reached  98  percent  of  the  prewar  level  by  last  November.  This 
indicates  thc-t  a  considerable  increase  occurred  iii  cattle  nuirbers  after  the 
large-scale  forced  slaughter  v/hich  began  in  August  1947  and  ended  early  ■  in 
194s.    Famers,  apparently,  began  to  hold  back  anim^als  in  February.    This  trend 
was  apparent  during  the  sumrier  when  the  knowledge  ^of  good  crops  and  feed  pros- 
pects becamie  m.ore  widely  knowTi,    The  number  of  calves  and  ^/^^rlings  in  November 
were  24  and  14  percent  larger,  .respectively,  than  prewar,  but  cov/s  were- I3 
percent  below  the  193.8  level.    The  generally  improved  feed  situation  during 
the  latter  half  of  1948  encouraged  f  r.rmers  to  take  advantage  "of  the  more  plenti- 
ful feed  supplies,  and  to  feed  their  cattle  to  heavier  weights.     If  present 
favorable  growing  conditions  continu..,  [and  other  conditions  ren'.ain  relatively 
stable,  cattle  numbers  in  France  can  be  expected  to  increase  in  1949. 

In  1948,  cattle  numbers  in  Spain . continued  to  show  considerable  recovery 
from  the  disastrous  drought  "that  occurred  between '1944  sjid  1946.  Current 
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numbers  are  believed  to  be  at  or  perhaps  slightly  above  the  prewar  level.  The 
recovery  can  be  attributed  to  improved  moisture  conditions  wliich  directly  im- 
proved pasturss.    Whether  cattle  numbers  will  increase  in  1949  depends  entirely 
on  weather  conditions  this  spring,  since  pastures  last  month  were  consiaered 
only  fair.    Cattle  numbers  in  Portugal  are  believed  to  be  near  the  prev/ar  level 
or  slightly  above.    Drought  or  near  drought  conditions  this  winter  and  scarcity 
of  feed  may  preclude  any  increase  in  numbers  in  1949. 

Cattle  nu^nbers  in  t  he  four  zones  of  Germany,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
were  estimated  to  be  one-third  million  head  larger  tthan  a  year  ago,  or  cbout 
15  percent  below  the  I936-4O  average.    Milk  covrs  in  the  U.S.  zone  are  expected 
to  increase  and  total  cattle  nuiibers  are  expected  to  be  maintained  at  present 
levels  in  1949.    Polish  cattle  numbers,  on  the  other  hand,  are  believed  to  have 
increased  rather  progressively  since  1945,  ^nd  may  reach  SO    ercent  of  prev/ar 
numbers.    Stipulated  bonuses  are  offered  in  the  form  of  reduced  land  taxes  for 
in(::reL^sing  the  nuirber  of  cattle.    These  and  other  rue':.sures  may  be  effective  in 
increasing  numbers  in  1949. 

The  shortage  of  feed  supplies  in  Switzerland  in  1947  and  the  excessive 
slaughter  during. the  drought  are  reflected  in  somewhct  lower  cattle  numbers 
in  194s.    Th^.-  number  of  livestock  owners  have  decr^c,sed  because  of  shortage 
of  labor,  resulting  fron;  higher  wages  in  non-agricultural  industries.    It  has 
been  necesso.ry  to  increase  imiports  of  animals  for  slaughter,  as  v/ell  as  feeds, 
and  to  abandon  large-scale  export  of  cheese.    In  view  of  t.iis  general  situation, 
cattle  num.bers  rre  not  expected  to  shov/  any  significant  increase  in  1949. 

As  a  result  of  larger  feed  supplies  in  Czechoslovakia  and  the  Government's 
emphasis  on  livestock  production,  cattle  numbers  shewed  a  substantial  increase 
over  o^anuary  194S.    These  numbers  are  approximately  18  percent  below  prewar. 
It  has  been  reported  that,  when  feed  became  more  readily  available  last  spring, 
farmers  were  prohibited  from  slaughtering  or  selling  calves  under  3  months  of 
age  and  were  granted  special  feed  allowances  for  them.    The  five-year  plan  calls 
for  an  increase  in  cattle  nup.'bers  up  through  1953  of  approxiiuately  prewar  level. 

Hungary  has  put  considerable  emphasis  on  the  restoration  of  livestock 
numbers  and  the  increase  in  cattle  numbers  in  the  past  year  is  believed  to  have 
been  moderate.    Current  numbers  are  probably  somewhat  below  the  prewar  level. 
The  Government  under  its  three-year  plc.n  has  given  financial  support  tov/ards 
improving  the  quality  of  cattle  by  importing  breeding  stock  from  Sv;itzerland. 
If  conditions  continue,  average  or  better,  numbers  are  likely  to  increase  in  1949. 

Cattle  numbers  in  Rumania  are  believed  to  have  made  moderate  recovery  since 
the  severe  drought  of  I946.    Present  numbers,  however,  are  most  likely  to  be 
somewhat  below  prev/ar.    Prospects  for  production  were  reported  as  favor-.ble 
early  in  194S.    There  v/as  a  ban  put  on  slaughter  in  late  1947.    The  sale  and 
consumption  of  meat  from  cattle  and  other  animals  were  forbidden  by  law.  The 
law,  however,  provided  for  the  collection  and  slaughter  of  animals  by  special 
authorization.    Rationing  controls  apparently  v/ere  restored  during  the  year. 
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With  sufficient  feed  available,  it  is  estiinated  that  5  or  6  years  will  be 
necessary  for  building  up  numbers  for  doniostic  supplies  and  a  limited  quantity 
of  e:-qDorts. 

Yugoslavian  caotle  numbers  appear  to  be  increasing,  but  are  not  believed 
to  havc  reached  the  prev/ar  level.    Some  coirimitments  have  been  made  -for  the  ex- 
port of  live  cattle  and-me3,t  in  194^  and  1949.    Cattle  are- being  imported,  but 
are  directed  toward  breed  improvement  work  rather  than  slaughter  for  immediate 
consump  tion  or  export.  .....  . 

Austrian  cattle  numbers  in  December . 194S  shovrcd  a  relatively  small  decline 
from  the  preceding  year  and  are  nearly"  20  percent  below  the  1936~40  average. 
Poor  feed  situation  during  the  winter  and  spring  of  1947-48  may  have  caused 
some  uDseasonal  reduction  in  nuirbers.    Actual  holdings,  however,  are  believed 
to  be  higher  than  the  ncLmber  reported  by  the  Statistical  Bureau.     In  viev;  of 
more  fr.vorrble  feed  prospects  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  general  trend 
in  cattle  nuLbers  vrobabl^/  v;ill  be  upward  in  1949. 

Italian  cattle  numbers  are  believed  to  have  increased  materially  during 
1948,  since  largo    uantitics  of  forc;ge  and  feed  supplies  apparently  were  avail- 
able during  the  y^ar.     In  Greece ,  because  of  the  guerrilla  warfare,  and  limited 
feed  supplies,  cattle  nur.:bers  c.re  believed  to  .;ave  remained  near  last  year' s 
level,  .Cattle  nuiTibers  in  Bulgaria  ar^  probably  ren.aining  relatively  constant 
in  comparison  with  last  year  and  above  the  1936-40  average. 

C?.ttle  num-bers  in  the  Soviet  Union  are  believed  to  nave  increased  substan- 
tially during  194^, .reflecting  the  good  grain  and  feed  crops  of  1947  and  194^. 
Although  nuirbers  are  beli^^ved  to  be  considerably  belov/  the  193^-40  average,  it 
can  b-.  assumed  that  considerable  progress  has  been  made  towards  partial  attain- 
ment of  the  goals  sct  forth  in  the  5-ye^^-r  plan, 

Cac-tle  nunioers-in  Africa,  at  the  beginning  of  the  y^ar,  were  estimated 
slightly  belov;  last  year,  but  are  still  considerably  above  the  193^-40  prewar 
level.    Decreases  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  Algeria  and  I'-Iadap:ascar  more 
than  offset  the  minor  increases  that  occurr-^a  in  Angola  and  Southern  Rhodesia. 
The  recent  discovery  and  announcement  of  a  drug  designed  to  combat  the  tsutse 
fly  menace  of  .^frica  appears  to  hold  considerable  promise  for  the  cattle  in- 
dustry 01  that  country.     (See  Foreign  Agriculture,  April  1949.) 

Cattle  numbers  in  Australia,  on  March  3I,  1948,  wore  reported  to  have  in- 
.creased  over  the  preceding  y-^-ar.    Beef  cattle  numbers  increased  in  all  states, 
except  Queensland  where  numbers  declined  for  the  third  consecutive  year.  Cattle 
numbers  early  in  1948  were  appro:d.mately  one-half  million  he.^d  more  than  the 
1936-40  prewar  average.     Seasonal  conditions  in  1949  &re  reported  as  generally 
favorable  In  all  Australian  pastoral  areas,  except'  in  the  northwestern  and 
central  western  sections  of  Queensland  where  rain  is  needed.    The  continuance 
of  frvorable  growing  conditions,  the  higher  prict;s  in  the  Australian-U.K.  meat 
contract  and  some  im.provement  in  the  method  of  bringing  or  :trc-nsport.ing  cattle 
to  slaughter  centers  is  likely/-  to  induce  ranchers  to  moderately  increase  their 
cattle  holdings  in  1949. 
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In  New  Zealand,  cattle  nuiribers  in  early  194^  were  reported  to  be  larger 
than  a  year  earlier.    These  nuiribers  were  more  than  260_,000  head  larger  than 
the  1936-40  prev;:  r  average.    V/ith  generally  favorable  forage  conditions  during 
tlie  year  and  some  increase  in  bre^iding  animals,  it  is  very  likely  that  cattle 
nunbers  will  continue  to  show  an  upward  trend  in  1949. 

In  Asia,  cattle  nuiAbers  shovred  an  increase  over  last  year  in  Turkey, 
Burma,  French  Indochina,  India .  Japan ,  Formosa,  Si am.  and  the  Philippine  Islands, 
The  principal  decrease  is  believed  to  have  occurred  in  China.    Numbers  in  Asia 
are  now  of  prewar  proportions. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production,  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee 
on  Foreign  Crops  and  Livv.stock  Statistics.    For  this  report  the  Cor.imittee  was 
composed  of  Joseph  A,  Becker,  Chairman,  C.  K,  Furves,  ^Liicr  A.  Reese,  Hazel  B, 
Kefauver,  Stanley  Mehr,  VirTy  E,  Long  and  Dvright  R,  Bishop. 
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